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ANNUAL    REPORT    OF    THE    LIBRARY    COMMITTEE 

FOR  1911 


Mr.  President:  In  accordance  with  the  ordinances  and  By- 
Laws  of  the  College,  I  herewith  submit  the  following  report  of 
the  Library  Committee  for  the  year  1911: 

Total  number  of  volumes  in  the  Library,  including  the 
bound  volumes  and  9374  unbound  "Reports"  and 

'    "Transactions" 95,896 

Number  of  unbound  '^Theses"  and  "Dissertations"  8,917 

Number  of  unbound  pamphlets 81,528 

Included  in  the  above  total  there  are  2935  volumes  known  as 
"reserves,"  consisting  of  second  copies  of  some  of  the  more 
imprrtant  periodical  publications,  and  3129  volumes  more  or 
less  incomplete. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  volumes  in  the  various 
divisions  of  the  Library: 

Unbound  reports 
Bound.        and  transactions.    Incomplete.         Total. 

General  Library      .     66,202  9,374  3,082         78,658 

Lewis  Library    .      .     13,529  .  .  44         13,573 

On  permanent  deposit : 

S.  D.  Gross  Library      3,445  .  .  3  3,448 

Lil:)rary  of  the  Ob- 
stetrical Societj^  of 
Philadelphia  .      .  217  ..  ..  217 


95,896 


The  Library  has  received  from  all  sources,  during  the  past 
year,  4(348  volumes,  8350  pamphlets,  and  26,074  numbers  of 
various  periodicals.  Of  these,  1183  volumes  were  received  in 
exchanoe. 


Accessions  (including  75  volumes  "reserve"): 

General  Library 30S3 

Lewis  Library 25 

S.  D.  Gross  Library 32 

Total 3140 

Duplicates  for  the  year 1508 


The  "Donors"  for  the  year  ending  November  1,  1911,  number 
430. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  donations  of  twenty-five  volumes  or 
more,  the  gifts  from  the  various  publishing  houses,  and  from  the 
Philadelphia  Pediatric  Society: 

Volumes. 

Dr.  A.  P.  C.  Ashhurst 448 


Dr.  C.  P.  Noble       .  . 
Dr.  James  Darrach 

Dr.  C.  K.  Mills        .  . 
Dr.  De  F.  Porter  Willard 

Dr.  W.  W.  Farr.      .  . 

Dr.  David  L.  Edsall  . 
Dr.  Hobart  A.  Hare 

Dr.  J.  William  White  . 
Miss  Jane  B.  Evans 

Dr.  S.  Weir  Mitchell  . 
Dr.  S.  McC.  HamiU 

Dr.  W.  M.  Welch    .  . 

Dr.  F.  P.  Henry      .  . 


199 
136 
78 
75 
72 
71 
60 
48 
46 
35 
35 
33 


From  the  publishing  houses  of: 

P.  Blakiston's  Son  t^-  Co 29 

F.  A.  Davis  Company 12 

Lea  &  Febiger 2 

J.  B.  Lippincott  Company 39 

W.  B.  Saunders  Company 42 

Salvat  y  Compania  (Barcelona) 2 

William  Wood  &  Co 4 

From  the  Philadelphia  Pediatric  Societj" 6 
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The  Library  is  indebted  for  large  gifts  of  pamphlets  and  im- 
bound  periodicals  to  the  following  gentlemen: 


Dr.  0.  H.  Allis. 

Dr. 

J.  P.  C.  Griffith. 

Dr. 

C.  P.  Noble. 

Dr.A.P.C.Ashhurst. 

Dr. 

S.  McC.  Hamill. 

Dr. 

Charles  O'Reilly. 

Dr.  M.  H.  Bochroch. 

Dr. 

H.  A.  Hare. 

Dr. 

David  Riesman. 

Dr.  H.  W.  Cattell. 

Dr. 

F.  P.  Henry. 

Dr. 

A.  C.  Sautter. 

Dr.  Burton  Chance. 

Dr. 

A.  Bern  Hirsh. 

Dr. 

G.  E.  de  Schweinitz 

Dr.  S.  Solis  Cohen. 

Dr. 

E.  B.  Holmes. 

Dr. 

W.  G.  Spiller. 

Dr.  Strieker  Coles. 

Dr. 

W.  W.  Keen. 

Dr. 

J.  J.  Taylor. 

Dr.  J.  C.  Da  Costa,  Jr. 

Dr. 

F.  H.  lOaer. 

Dr. 

W.  M.  Welch. 

Dr.  E.  P.  Davis. 

Dr. 

Morris  Longstreth. 

Dr. 

J.  William  White. 

Dr.  C.  W.  Dulles. 

Dr. 

Edward  Martin. 

Dr. 

De  F.  Porter  Willard 

Dr.  D.  L.  Edsall. 

Dr. 

John  K.  Mitchell. 

Dr. 

C.  S.  Witherstine. 

Dr.  A.  A.  Eshner. 

Dr. 

S.  Weir  Mitchell. 

Dr. 

H.  C.  Wood. 

Dr.  L.  F.  Flick. 

Dr. 

E.  E.  Montgomery 

Dr.  C.  H.  Frazier. 

Dr. 

E.  J.  Morris. 

Also  to  Messrs.  P.  Blakiston's  Son  &  Co.,  F.  A.  Davis  Com- 
pany, J.  B.  Lippincott  Company,  W.  B.  Saunders  Company,  and 
John  Wyeth  &  Brother. 

Of  the  six  hundred  and  sixty  new  publications  added  to  the 
Library  during  the  past  year,  forty-six  were  written  or  edited  by 
Fellows  of  the  College. 

Seventeen  volumes  were  presented  by  the  following  authors 
or  editors: 


Dr.  F.  G.  Benedict. 

Dr.  D.  W.  Cheever. 

Dr.  George  Dock. 

Dr.  Thomas  Dwight. 

Dr.  M.  H.  Fischer. 

Dr.  H.  A.  Hare  (editor). 

Dr.  Edward  Jackson  (editor). 


Dr.  E.  P.  Joshn. 
Dr.  A.  0.  J.  Kelly.  " 
Dr.  J.  Ewing  Mears. 
Dr.  William  Osier. 
Dr.  H.  D.  Rolleston. 
Dr.  M.  I.  Wilbert. 


Twenty-nine  volumes  were  sent  by  the  publishers  at  the  request 
of  the  following  authors  or  editors: 


Dr.  J.  M.  Anders. 
Dr.  H.  W.  Cattell. 
Dr.  E.  P.  Davis. 
Dr.  G.  G.  Davis. 


Dr.  W.  A.  Newman  Dorland. 
Dr.  E.  B.  Gleason. 
Dr.  R.  M.  Goepp. 
Dr.  J.  P.  C.  Griffith 


Dr.  W.  W.  Keen. 
Dr.  A.  0.  J.  Kelly. 
Dr.  Edward  Martin. 
Dr.  J.  H.  Musser. 
Dr.  G.  W.  Norris. 

Summary  of  the  "Funds": 


Henrietta  Rush  Fales  Baker  Fund 
Luther  S.  Bent  Fund 
William  T.  Carter  Fund 
Girardus  Clarkson  Fund 
Francis  X.  Dercum  Fund 
John  D.  Griscom  Fund  . 
William  F.  Jenks  Fund  . 
Oliver  A.  Judson  Fund  . 
Wm.  V.  and  John  M.  Keating  Fund 
William  W.  Keen  Fund 
Library  Endowment  Fund  . 
Charles  K.  Mills  Fund   .      . 
W^eir  Mitchell  Fund        .      . 
Elizabeth  K.  Xewcomet  Fund 
William  F.  Norris  Fund 
Philadelphia  Medical  Society  Fund 
Lewis  Rodman  Fund 
John  F.  Weightman  Fund   . 
Caspar  Wistar  Fund 


Total 856      S3060.47         164      $107.80 

Special  Accounts: 

^"olume3  Volumes 

purchased.       Cost.  bound.        Cost. 

Fundfor  completing  files  of  journals  32  $101.38 

Fund  for  rare  and  valuable  books  .  14  284.49 

Journal  Association 23  125.88 

New  Book  Fund 65  129.25 

J.  Ewing  Mears  Account      ...  19  70.36            6          S4.35 

S.  D.  Gross  Library  Account     .      .  30  1:33.81            7           10.70 

Total 183        $845.17  13        $15.05 

George  B.  Wood  Fund  for  Library  supplies,  stationery,  etc.,  .S186. 


Dr. 

G 

A.  Piersol 

Dr. 

W 

.  L.  Pyle  (editor). 

Dr. 

C. 

E.  de  M. 

3ajous. 

Dr. 

James  Thorington. 

Dr. 

J. 

C.  Wilson. 

Volumes 

Volumes 

purchased. 

Cost. 

bound. 

Cost. 

d      50 

$186.95 

9 

$3.15 

16 

34.44 

4 

2.05 

48 

143.97 

13 

7.00 

7 

22.06 

2 

1.55 

54 

145.14 

27 

25.05 

66 

190.51 

14 

5.25 

.     127 

461.62 

27 

22.25 

9 

39.74 

d      21 

55.97 

6 

2.80 

63 

190.44 

13 

8.35 

.     180 

712.72 

1 

4.15 

68 

296.77 

17 

37.68 

5 

3.75 

40 

153.69 

20 

11.50 

d         9 

23.66 

.       30 

169.82 

14 

9.25 

4 

17.67 

3 

1.25 

.       40 

173.47 

7 

4.60 

There  were  219S  volumes  bound  during  the  past  year,  an  in- 
crease of  813  over  the  previous  year.  This  inchides  all  new  books 
and  current  periodicals,  and  753  volumes  of  dissertations. 

Total  number  of  visitors  to  the  Library 6157 

Fellows  of  the  College 2955 

Last  year  the  College  made  a  special  appropriation  to  enable 
the  Library  Committee  to  have  the  Library  kept  open  on  legal 
holidays,  other  than  Christmas,  New  Year's  Day,  Thanksgiving, 
and  Fourth  of  July;  and  for  two  evenings  each  week,  except  from 
June  15  to  September  15,  inclusive.  A  careful  record  was  kept 
of  the  number  of  visitors  and  of  the  names  of  the  Fellows  of  the 
College.  The  average  attendance  of  Fellow^s  in  the  evenings, 
given  in  the  annual  report,  was  so  small  (about  two  and  one-half) 
that  it  became  a  matter  of  doubt  if  the  additional  expense  for 
this  purpose  was  justifiable.  The  Library  Committee  determined 
that,  as  this  experiment  of  extra  opening  hours  had  been  tried 
for  only  a  portion  of  the  year,  the  matter  should  be  brought  l)efore 
the  College;  and,  if  it  was  decided  to  continue  the  experiment, 
that  the  necessary  appropriation  be  made  for  the  purpose. 

The  College  appropriated  the  sum  of  $694.50,  in  order  that  the 
Library  should  be  kept  open  two  evenings  each  week,  and  on 
legal  holidays,  for  the  same  hours  and  time  as  during  the  year 
1910,  for  the  year  1911. 

For  the  past  twelve  months,  from  November  1,  1910,  to 
November  1,  1911,  the  Library  has  been  kept  open  on  five  legal 
holidays.  Total  attendance,  100  [Fellows,  34];  a  total  average 
of  20,  and  an  average  for  Fellows  of  nearly  7. 

During  the  same  period  the  Library  has  been  kept  open  on 
Wednesdays  and  Fridays  until  10  o'clock  p.m.  (except  from  June 
15  to  September  15).  The  total  number  of  visitors  after  6  o'clock 
P.M.  was  410;  of  these,  185  w^ere  Fellows  of  the  College.  Total 
average  attendance  per  night,  nearly  Si;  average  for  Fellows  of 
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the  College  per  night,  2y.    The  above  figures  are  included  in  the 
total  number  of  visitors  for  the  year. 

Number  of  books  consulted  in  the  Library     ....  16,003 

The  number  of  books  reported  as  "consulted  in  the  Library" 
includes  only  those  supplied  on  application  to  the  Librarian  or 
his  assistants.  Readers  have  access  to  the  bound  volumes  of 
the  last  ten  years  of  the  principal  medical  periodicals,  kept  on 
the  shehes  in  the  Reading  Room ;  and  the  Fellows  of  the  College 
have  access  to  the  book  stacks.  There  are,  therefore,  a  great 
many  volumes  consulted  of  which  no  record  can  be  kept. 

Number  of  boolcs  taken  out 3643 

All  accessions  of  books  (1114  volumes,  748()  cards)  and  13  of 
the  more  important  pamphlets  have  been  catalogued,  and  each 
volume  accessioned  and  shelf-listed;  8397  pamphlets  have  been 
examined,  and  3484  retained  and  classified;  8383  shelf-list  cards 
have  been  revised  and  typewritten. 

The  work  of  the  "Revision  of  the  Catalogue"  has  proceeded 
satisfactorily;  26,100  cards  have  been  revised,  typewritten,  ex- 
amined, and  alphabeted  during  the  year  ending  November  1,  1911. 
The  revision  has  been  completed  as  far  as  the  second  series  of 
the  "Lidex  Catalogue"  has  been  issued — "Skin-grafting" — and 
the  work  will  be  finished  as  rapidly  as  the  remaining  volumes  of 
the  alphabet  appear.  From  inquiries  made  at  the  Surgeon- 
General's  Office  this  will  be,  at  the  least,  three  years.  The  cards 
written  at  the  commencement  of  the  revision  are  being  examined, 
corrected,  and  re-written  in  accordance  with  the  changes  that 
have  since  been  made  in  the  subject  headings. 

The  current  periodical  publications,  including  "Transactions" 
and  "Reports,"  received  as  issued  at  this  date,  by  purchase,  in 
exchange,  or  as  gifts  from  the  editors  and  publishers,  are  credited 
and  distributed  as  follows: 


American.  Foreign. 

Henrietta  Rush  Fales  Baker  Fund     .      .  0  30 

William  T.  Carter  Fund 2  24 

Francis  X.  Dercum  Fund 0  3 

John  D.  Griscom  Fund 4  39 

Samuel  D.  Gross  Library  Account     .      .  0  3 

William  F.  Jenks  Fund 3  36 

Journal  Association 1  11 

Oliver  A.  Judson  Fund 0  6 

William  V.  and  John  M.  Keating  Fund  .  0  7 

William  W.  Keen  Fund 3  23 

Library  Endowment  Fund       ....  5  137 

J.  E\ving  Mears  Account 0  1 

Weir  Mitchell  Fund 1  47 

Elizabeth  K.  Newcomet  Fund      ...  0  1 

William  F.  Norris  Fund 1  4 

Philadelphia  Medical  Society  Fund   .      .  0  6 

Lewis  Rodman  Fund 0  14 

John  F.  Weightman  Fund       ....  0  4 

Caspar  Wistar  Fund 3  17 

By  Purchase  (General  Account)         .      .  8  51 

In  Exchange 87  81 

Editors 109  20 

Publishers 36  1 

Total 263  566 


In  addition,  current  numbers  of  periodicals  ^ 


are  received  at  stated  intervals,  through  the 
courtesy  of  the  editors  and  editorial  staff  of 
the  following  journals: 

American  Journal  of  the  Medical  Sciences, 

Medical  Coiuicil, 

Therapeutic  Gazette, 

L^niversity  of  Pennsylvania  Medical 
Bulletin, 


}    225 


488 


149 


715 


The  total  number  of  periodical  publications,  American  and 
foreign,  received  at  this  date  is  1203.  The  increase  in  subscrip- 
tions for  the  year  191 1  is  59  (American,  11 ;  foreign,  48). 


We  exchange  publications  with  the  following  schools  of  medi- 
cine: 


liversity 

of  Basel. 

University 

of  Kiel. 

" 

Berlin. 

It 

Konigsberg 

(( 

Bern. 

It 

Lausanne. 

ii 

Bonn. 

tt 

Leiden. 

(< 

Breslau. 

tt 

Leipzig. 

11 

Erlangen. 

it 

jMarburg. 

It 

Geneva. 

tt 

Rostock. 

11 

Giessen. 

tt 

Strassburg. 

tt 

Gottigen. 

tt 

Upsala. 

it 

Greifswald. 

It 

Wiirzburg. 

It 

Halle. 
Heidelberg. 

tt 

Zurirh. 

Facult}'  of  ^Medicine 

of  Bruxelles. 

Buenos  Ajtcs. 

Xancy. 

Paris. 

Rio  de  Janeiro. 

Toulouse. 

1728  Dissertations  have  been  added  to  the  Library  (hiring 
the  past  year. 

We  have  received  for  the  current  year  ending  November  1,  1911, 
S286.07  in  cash  for  the  sale  of  duplicates;  and  there  is  a  credit 
due  us  of  S370.03  in  cash  and  exchange  from  two  New  York 
dealers.  In  addition  we  have  received  books,  pamphlets,  and 
journals  in  exchange  with  the  Boston  ]\Iedical  Library,  Library 
of  the  Surgeon-General's  Office,  Medical  Library  Association,  and 
the  New  York  Academy  of  ^Medicine — exchanges  not  arranged 
on  a  cash  basis.  The  past  year  has  been  a  very  successful  one 
in  the  matter  of  exchanges — valuable  books  and  journals  have 
been  added  to  our  collection,  in  addition  to  the  cash  received, 
and  still  due  us;  and  the  money  thus  received  it  has  been 
customary  to  expend  in  the  purchase  of  rare  books  and  in 
completing  files  of  medical  periodicals. 

Amount  of  fines  collected  from  November  1,  1910,  to  November 
1,  1911,  S21.85. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  rare  medical  books  and  works 
of  special  interest  received  during  the  past  year: 


Incunabula 

(Total  number  of  incunabula  at  this  date,  160) 

Articclla.      Comentarii.      Venetiis,    Locatellus,    1493.      (Presented    by 

Dr.  John  H.  Musser.) 
Bartholomaeus  de  Pisis.    Epithonia  medicine.    [Florentiee,  Laurentius  de 

Morgianis,  ca.  1490.]     (Fund  for  rare  books.) 
Matheolus  Perusinus.    De  memoria  augenda.    Roma;,  Planiick  [ca.  1485— 

90].    (Fund  for  rare  books.) 
Methnger,  B.     Regiment  der  jungen  Kinder.      Augsburg,  Zainer,  1473. 

(Fund  for  rare  books.) 
Pintor,  P.     De  preservatione  curationeque  pestilentia.     Rome,  Silber, 

1499.    (Fund  for  rare  books.) 
Rhazes,  A.     Liber  nonus.     Venetiis,   Papiensis,  1497.     (Fund  for  rare 

books.) 
Roland   of   Parma.     De   curatione  pestiforum   apostematum.     Romse, 

Udahicus  GaUus  [ca.  1471].    (Fund  for  rare  books.) 
Silvaticus,  M.     Liber  pandectarum  medicine.     [Argentorati,  Mentehn, 

ca.  1470.]    (In  exchange.) 

Works  of  Special  Interest 

Alexis  of  Piedmont.     Secrets   of  that   Excellent   Physician.     London, 

Wight,  1595.     (Fund  for  rare  books.) 
Blackmore,  Sir  R.    Treatise  upon  the  Smallpox.     London,  Clarke,  1723. 

(Anonymously  presented.) 
Chinese  Punishments.     CoUection  of  Water  Colors  Illustrating  Forms 

of  Legal  Punishment  in  China.    (Presented  by  Dr.  Thomas  Biddle.) 
Clinch,  W.     Historical  Essay  on  the  Rise  of  the  Smallpox.     London, 

Warner,  1724.     (Purchased.) 
Gesner,  C.    Nomenclator  aquatihum  animantium.    Tiguri,  Froschoverus, 

1560.    (Presented  by  Dr.  A.  P.  C.  Ashhurst.) 
Harvey,  Wilham.    De  motu  cordis  et  sanguinis  in  animalibus.    Patavii, 

apud  Sebastianum  Sardum,  1643.    (Presented  by  Dr.  S.  Weir  Mitchell.) 
Martin,  B.    Essay  on  Visual  Glasses.    London,  1757.    (Presented  by  Dr. 

G.  E.  de  Schweinitz.) 
Russell,  J.  R.    The  History  and  Heroes  of  the  Art  of  Medicine.    2  vols. 

London,  Murray,  1861.    (Extra  illustrated.)    (Presented  by  Dr.  G.  E. 

de  Schweinitz.) 
Spigelius,  A.     Opera   qua)  e.xtant  omnia.     Amsterdami,   Blaev,    1645. 

(Presented  by  Dr.  S.  Weir  Mitchell.) 
[Withers,  P.]    History  of  the  Royal  Malady.    London,  1789.    (Fund  for 

rare  books.) 
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In  looking  over  the  figures  of  this  report  and  comparing  them 
with  the  report  for  1910,  it  will  be  seen  that,  while  there  is  a 
decrease  in  the  number  of  visitors,  there  has  been  an  increase  in 
the  use  of  the  Library  (books  consulted),  and  that  the  number 
of  volumes  taken  out  is  practically  the  same  as  for  the  previous 
year. 

The  decrease  in  the  number  of  visitors  (visits  to  the  Library) 
is  nearly  the  same  as  in  the  previous  report,  between  the  years 
1909  and  1910 — about  two  thousand;  and  would  seem  to  indicate 
that  there  was  some  foundation  for  the  surmise  made  in  last 
year's  report,  that  the  change  in  location  had  possibly  affected 
the  attendance. 

The  increase  in  the  number  of  \olumes  consulted,  when  com- 
pared with  the  notable  decrease  in  attendance,  is  worthy  of  special 
comment  and  consideration.  It  shows  plainly  a  marked  advance 
in  the  use  of  the  books,  with  the  increased  advantages  offered 
by  the  Library,  as  well  as  the  appreciation  of  those  who  are  free 
to  consult  this  valuable  collection. 

The  fact  that  the  number  of  volumes  taken  out  has  remained 
about  stationary,  is  readily  explained  by  the  increased  use  of 
the  "Seminar  rooms."  Last  year  it  was  reported  that  the  number 
of  volumes  called  for  and  retained  in  these  rooms  for  use  had 
averaged  about  fifty  the  year  round.  This  year,  after  a  careful 
record  taken,  the  average  is  shown  to  have  increased  to  about 
one  hundred  and  fifty  volumes  the  year  round.  The  Seminar 
room  saves  the  carting  backward  and  forward  of  books  to  the 
offices  or  homes  of  the  Fellows;  and,  at  the  same  time,  saves  a 
considerable  amount  of  wear  and  tear  on  the  bindings. 

The  record  of  attendance  on  minor  legal  holidays  and  in  the 
evening  does  not  show  the  increase  expected  with  this  full  year's 
trial;  in  fact,  the  average  number  of  visits  by  Fellows  is  not 
quite  that  of  the  previous  ten  months.  Probably  a  more  just 
comparison  could  be  made  by  retaining  these  extra  opening 
hours  for  another  year,  if  the  College  sees  fit  to  make  the  addi- 
tional appropriation. 

The  large  increase  in  the  number  of  accessions  and  the  number 
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of  volumes  bound,  as  well  as  the  enormous  decrease  in  the  lumiber 
of  unbound  "Theses"  and  "Dissertations"  is  accounted  for  by 
the  fact  that  this  year,  with  the  increase  of  appropriation  from  the 
College  over  the  previous  year,  the  Library  Committee  have  been 
enabled  to  have  bound  17,292  dissertations,  the  accumulated 
exchanges  of  a  number  of  years.  753  volumes,  by  this  means, 
have  been  added  to  the  shelves. 

Last  year's  report  showed  that  four  volumes  were  missing  from 
the  shelves,  and  that  two  current  journals  had  been  abstracted 
from  the  Periodical  room.  The  stock  taking  for  the  present  year 
shows  that  the  books  reported  missing  last  year  have  been  found 
or  replaced,  and  that  no  current  periodicals  have  been  reported 
missing  up  to  the  present  time. 

There  has  been  no  increase  in  the  Library  Endowment  funds 
during  the  past  year;  the  income  received  has  been  used  for  the 
purchase  of  new  publications  and  for  subscriptions.  This  income, 
about  §3290,  which  is  not  half  the  amount  required  to  purchase 
all  the  new  medical  publications  and  to  subscribe  to  medical 
periodicals  issued  throughout  the  world,  is  used  judiciously  by 
the  Committee;  every  efl'ort  is  made  to  obtain  all  the  important 
medical  works  issued,  and  also  to  buy  all  books  recommended 

for  purchase. 
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